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SALINITY - MANAGEMENT OPTIONS 

36. Mr P.B. WATSON to the Minister for Water Resources: 
Given the impact salinity has had on rural land, what action has the state government taken to determine whether 
deep drainage and other water management options will overcome this problem?  

Mr J.C. KOBELKE replied: 
I thank the member for his question and his keen interest in what is perhaps the largest environmental issue 
facing the state.  Members from both sides of the house are concerned about the growing salinity problem.  For 
decades this problem has been addressed by farmers and land managers in a range of ways.  There has been 
heightened interest and reaction to the matter over the past 20 to 30 years.  One of the proposals that has 
developed over time is deep drainage.  Some advocates believe that deep drains could pose a real solution to the 
salinity problem.  Equally, many others are concerned that deep drainage will shift the problem from one 
farmer’s property to another farmer’s property.  They are also concerned that the procedure may exacerbate pH 
levels in the soil and the occurrence of salinity.  The Department of Water has been conducting some 
engineering and evaluation initiatives in a range of areas in an attempt to prove up the science of deep drains.  
Although those initiatives have shown promise in some areas, we must consider whether they will be effective 
and how they can be managed.  Today I am pleased to announce to the house that the government is establishing 
a Wheatbelt Drainage Council, which will be chaired by former Leader of the National Party Hendy Cowan.  
The council will be asked to provide a recommended framework on which to evaluate deep drainage proposals.  
Over the next 12 months the council will set down clear principles to assess drainage scheme proposals, give 
ongoing advice on policy development on inland drainage and advise how to streamline and integrate the 
assessment process across government authorities.  Given that so many different government authorities are 
involved in this issue, we need a more integrated approach.  It will also recommend how a deep drainage system 
should be governed.  In areas in which deep drains have worked, they have done so with the support of the local 
councils, because those councils have determined the rules and brought together the various landowners.  Local 
government is now concerned that the deep drainage option will mean that they have to bear extra responsibility.  
The council will provide advice and it will work with local government across the state and with a range of 
government agencies to determine whether we can put in place a much better framework to evaluate whether 
deep drainage will work in the wheatbelt.  The council will determine where it will be useful to tackle salinity 
and where it will simply be a case of shifting the problem from one area to another.  When all the principles are 
in place, we will have another weapon in the fight against creeping salinity in the wheatbelt.  
 


